CHAPTER IX

IjTIHAD OR THE EXERCISE OF INDEPENDENT THOUGHT 1

THE word ijtihad means literally the exertion of great ef-
forts in order to do a thing. Technically it is defined as "the
putting forth of every effort in order to determine with a
degree of probability a question of sharfah." It follows
from the definition that a person would not be exercising
ijtihad if he arrived at an opinion while he felt that he could
exert himself still more in the investigation he is carrying
out. This restriction, if conformed to, would mean the
realization of the utmost degree of thoroughness. By ex-
tension, ijtihad also means the opinion rendered. The per-
son exercising ijtihad is called mujtahid, and the question
he is considering is called mujtahad-flh.

It becomes clear from the definition, that the mujtahad*
fih must be a question of shari'ah. In other words, intel-
lectual problems, such as the createdness (huduth) of the
universe, the existence of a Creator, the sending of pro-
phets, etc., cannot properly constitute a subject of ijtihad,
because in these there is only one correct view, and all hold-
ing a different view are wrong. Furthermore, the subject
of ijtihad must not be one on which there is positive
evidence (dalll qafi). Consequently, one may not exer-
cise ijtihad on matters such as the wujub (obligation) of
the "pillars of faith" (e. g., the performance of the five
prayers or the giving of zakat), or such as the prohibition
of adultery, murder, wine-drinking, usury, theft. These are
evident truths of the sharfah, based on explicit statements

1 Kashf, p. 1134; Tawdih, p. 554; Taqrir, vol. iii, p. 291.
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